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uttering into Parec on @ peppy

candy-apple-red Vespa scooter

| plunged from cobbled streets

anta a tiny piazza shaded by

date palms and myrtles. A
welcaming line of galato sel and
outdoor cafés was set out undar awnings,
brilliant 2ath a warm pencil of Octaber
sunlight. In the harbour, glegant schooners
and mega-yachts and old wonden fishing
boats babbad gantly inthe Adriatic Sea aof
Hocknay bilus

locked my helmet in the rear fop-case
Than, feeling as carefres as Gregory Peck
n Raman Holiday, | shung my jacket aver
my shawlder and set out ta explare the
cosy Croatian town's warren of narrow
alleys an foot s the rest of the group
buzzed in behind me.

As a lad in northern England | rode a
oter a'ar hill and dale. Whan
iy thow recently turned 1o an autemn
vacation, | fantasised about a2 nostalgic trip
down memory lane, but further afield. Then
read how at sweet L6 2 Slovenian girl
named Melanija Knavs rode to the Adratic
Saa on the back of her boyfriend's biue
Vespa. When Peter Butaln was conscripted
nio the army, the aspiring madel {ake
Melania Trump) started dating & friend:

He had a rad Vespa.”

t sounded so like Raman Haliday, the
1953 mowvie classic in which Audrey
Hepburn's character — & bored princess -
fallz in love with an American reporter
after thay explore the Eternal City aboard

| liked the segue. 5o signed up for a
seven-day ‘Craatia by Scooter’ all-inclusive
Eroup vacation wit 2 tweizs Bike Travel
to capture the romance and retra spirit
scootering araund the Istrian Peninsula
and Slawveni a state-of-the-art Vespa
ABOGTE. The iconic little Yespa seemed &
perfect metaphor for the laid-back
Mediterranean lifestyle, and a ride both
sayy and stylish. As | found aut, the
compact Lbar-rnanaewmn GTS

rawed parfect far exploring 1
pendubaus, heart-shaped peninsula
dangling inta the Adriatic at the narthwest
extrarme of Croatia

Chur gra 5 camprised two
young cauples and a single middle-agad
lady - all Californ nd Yespa owners
~ plus my=aif, a proud awner of 2 BMW
1200G5A. | falt like the odd man out, as
they wena all members of the San
Francisca Yespa Scooter Club and
Amerivespa, the Vespa Clubof America.

ttoak me a faw days to adjust to the
paratively diminutive and, having just
ridden a G5A fram Germany ta Croatia
the seemingly puny-powsred Vespa.
appeared mare Mr Bean than Gragory
Pach as, after many milas in the
matorcycle saddle, | instinctively yanked
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anthe "¢lutch” tever, attempting to
upshift. Fargetting that the humble
scooter first made to buzz around
bambed-aut Rome is taday a sophisti
twist-the-throttle-and-go automatic, |
almast went over the handlebars as the
clutch' applied the brakes!

Pablo Piferrer, gur guide, hailed
from Spain. Raised in Engla he spaks
fiuent English and charmed with sardonic
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'& ‘ As alad in northern England
Irode a Lambretta scooter o'er

hill and dale. When my thoughts
recently turned to an autumn
vacation, I fantasised abouta
nostalgic trip down memory

lane, but further afield.

29

hurmaur and an intimate knowledge of
|=tria's convoluted country roads. He v
riding an Aprifia Scarab=a 500, One of our
tour members rode a Yamaha Mowi ¥-max
300 rented from a local scoater agancy, as
his azsigned Edelwaiss Vaspa had toga far
repair. We remaining five were an Vespa
300 GT5s.

'We set out each day for hub-and-spoke
tauring fram the chic Adriatic resort town

of Opatija. set in a wide bay like an
enfolding embrace. What F 's Cote
A’ AZUr ONCce was to Western aristocracy,
Opatijawas to the Austro-Hungarian elite
They jazzed up the town's Yenetian
heritage with grand spa hatels

handsome belle-epaque villas. Our hatel,

the Kristal, rose dramatically fram the
Lugomare saafront promenade, exeding
trappings of a gentes| past.

At dawn | flung open my windaw. A cold
breaze was whipping the Adriatic with
whita-zaps; it filled my drape ke the
spinnaker of the traditional falkusafishing
baat scudding into the harbour bekow.
Thien the sun burst aver the mountains,
casting the riviera in high relisf

Our ride to Slovenia that day - 115
miles in total - was invigorating 1o say the
least. Wa soon beft the fast-paced coastal
traffic behind and coited sharply up from
Orpatija, the switchbacks strewn with loose
gravel. The chill autumnal air bit like &
Iynx &= we sped narth on the undulating
A7, scrolling in brozd arcs and tight
curves thraugh Istria's craggy, waoded
interior. As fate would have it, I'd chasen
an unseasonably cold wesk. Thankfully,
Pabla liked his coffee. A warm-wp stop in
Fivka, in Slovenia, was most weicame. The
Vespa's temperature gauge showed a brisk
L3"C! | bundled wp.

Wa rade on to Postojna to visit the




ESpoNyYMaUs undeqground caves.
var tha past twa millian years by the

l_ miles ’Tf-nu_ = o

e

wasantering supervillai ‘
g5 Bond mavie set. But here the

flowsiones like pEace q.--d tra ""ln.t-r

We returned southbound thraugh

figval hiiltap vitlages pinpainted by
. The:' names were like a

F‘-:u:ac':- F'..,I = f_r-e"c--:"- drizzle ¢
dampen our dapaming

Istria is bast awoided in summer, when

TIsts descend on the rescts
n late auw TIJTI'I the tranqu

oastaf istrial, on
. Its sixth-century
closed for repair.
strolling the ancient

chersonase on the west C
day twa, ‘was unplombs

adorned with flowers in blaom.
sed the day with an intoxicating
thrattle-to-the-stop ride along the tortuaus
clifftop narth from Zagoeje. My Vespa
roared do was | poured on the gas, the
dry wind pressing hard onmy lips
leaned thraugh 1 at the max.
The road scrolled in sweeping bends,
following the x...-nr-:-..* aof ravines
necklaced with fashi
cowes and ridg
ower the azure Adriatic -'rE
nanely aswe augured dawn
harrpins to our hatel.
cla 2kph.
right?" | asked Pablo.
Close... but less,
famausly optimistic.”

he cun

B

Altha ;{h Istria borders italy, the two
Qriving habits were worlds zpart
e like Andratti - they

15 plenty of space and respect. E
2 city we rode through -Rijek
Was na chaklenging than riding

through a Cotswodds village on 2 Sunday.
A tharough briafing an our first night
was followed by a daily briefing e‘-:ue
riding. A zelf-guided daily optian was
offered, but evenyane opted tostick with
Pabla. Thera was na requirament ta kesp
up, as Pabla E
reaChed 3 junc

prized Tuber o
oak forests inabundance - is a highlight
on menus, Elzawhers, truffles are regarded
ike diamonds. In Istria they're everyday
pap shawad an asan:'-..r_,

ran Roko proved wh

t over Isireas

¥ treats: praut {local
prasciutia), Cesapcicl [prums Balkan
Sausages], and oven-baked truffie pizza,
fruity Malvazija and

Mext day we under a claar blus sky
ntathe land of the ynx, wolf and bear
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‘We swiftly left civilization behind zs we
waund up through rugged karst scenery
inta & wild mauntain region anly 30km
nartheast of Opatija. Soon we wera
climbing into thick beech farest, leaves
falling like confetti, wet and slick... and
pina farest abawe 3000 feet. The Vespas
prowed powerful enough for the steep
climbs. Then we plunged dizzyingly down
through a ravine ta Caffe Bar Mrzlica fora
warming cappuccing and on ta Crmi Lug
the gateway to the Iittie-visited 24-squars-
mile Risjnak Mational Park — & warld of
leafy green peace. [ wantad to hike the
trails, but the dispassionate group had no
interast. We were back in Opatija by 1pm,
in time for a tazy lunch and ewan lazier
afterncan skesta.

On day four we hopped from Brestova to
Cras, the narthern-maost of the many
islands scattered across the Gulf of
Kwarner. We wheelad ashare off the ferry
{it runs twice-hourly) into a wildly parched
and penurious [imestons landscape pitted
with razor-2dged dog-toath tasrain. A
single road threaded along the island's

spine - high above turquaise coves with
tiny beaches - and dropped to Cres, &
Iowely fishing fown cusping three harbours
nestad like & Matryashka dall

Istria’s landscapes swungas ifon a
ninge. Neightouring Krk, a 20-minwe
farry ride east from Cres, was gresn and
lush, with terraced olive groves and
vineyards framed by tall cypress that
whizked me metapharically back to Corfu

The road afforded wandarful wistas back
towards Craz and aver the picturesqua
terracotta roofs of Krk township. In
summer its waterfront and haneyoombed
allays are packed with tourists. But for s
Krk was untrammelied and clung ta its
drowsy traditions. Fishermen tended their
nats, watched an by locals lzisurely
chatting with friends aver espressos and
winge. 5o f did as the locals did and lazed,
licking a gelato, enjoying la dolce vita in
tha shade

Alas, | was called away urgently and had
1o rmiss the last day's journey to Pula, with
its renowned Raman coliseum, where
gladiators ance duelled ta the death. But

the 2000-year-old, Raman-era walled city
aof Krk was bursting with interesting sites,
including a Iittle Romanesque cathedra
built atop Raman thermae {baths) with a
stili axtant hypocaust. The Ramans were
mastars of enduring classic design, and in
this case with a sensational backdrop. My
littie Viespa, exuding itsawn classical roots
fit right in

"Wina, wita, Vespa!" =3id Pabla the next
day &s | bid goodbye to Istria and my saxy
Italizn scoater at the end of a fun-fillad,
retro-themed Roman Holiday medus.
‘Words and photographs: Cornistopher P, Biaker

TRAVELLER'S GUIDE

Total mileage

Approximately 563 miles

Theze are the hotel and main restaurants
used in Gct 2017 during the tour.

Hotel

Dpatija: Hotel Kristal, Marzala Tita 135,
51410 Dpatija

Tal +385 51 710444
WWW.NeMiSens. com

Restaurants

RuZmarin Restaurant, Veprinacki

pat 2, Opatija

Tal +385 51 673
www.restaurant-nizmarin.comfen
Pizzeriz Roko, Mariala Titi 124, Opatija
Tal +385 51 711 500

Konoba Sidro, Flengi 24, 52450 Vrsar
Tal +385 52 444 521

Galija, Frankipasnka 38, Krk

60 | SCOCFTERING | FEERUARY 2018

Tel +385 51 221 250
www. galijakrk.com

Tour details

Edelweizs Bike Travel offers its seven-day
“Croatia by Scooter tours in May and
Saptember {spring and autumn are the idaal
timas to visit to avoid the crowds), with five
days riding. The price (from £1674 for
2018) is good value, as it incledas scooter
remtal, hotels and all meals except lunches.

Ewery day has a route planned and there
is always the option for group members to
follow a route on their own.

The company provides a 1:500,000
Freytag & Berndt road map. plus a detailed
tour booklet that includes each day's route,
plus such useful information as handy
Croatian words and phrases. This tour
follows a petals-of-a-flower daily itinerary
to caver the entire Istrian Peninsula.

Hoad highlights

Croatizns drive on the right and generally
exhibit good lane and speed-limit
discipline.

Many Croatians ride scooters, and
Croatians drivers generally treat
motorcyclists with respect.

The zpeed limits are posted in kph and
the roads are well-signed and are generally
wall-maintained, although wa did ride
some that were in poor repair and littered
with gravel.

Contacts

B Croatia Mational Tourist Board,
hitps:icroatia.hrfen-GB

W Opatijz, hitp-Ywww opatija.na.hr

W Scoaoter rental in Opatija,

hittpfarww. lvarner-remt.com

B Tour organized by Edelweiss Bike Travel,
warw Edelweissbiketravel.com
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